
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and
institute a new government in such form as shall seem most likely to

effect their safety and happiness." Never was the right of revolution

more clearly asserted or that government existed for the sole benefit

of the people, who were declared to be equal and endowed with the

right to change their government at will when it did not subserve

their welfare or obey their wishes. Not a word about property.

Everything was about the people. The man was more than the dollar

then. And the Convention was in earnest. Every member signed

the Declaration, which was unanimously voted. As Dr. Franklin
pertinently observed, it behooved them "to hang together, or they

would hang separately."

The Convention which met in 1787 was as reactionary as the other

had been revolutionary and democratic. It had its beginning in

commercial negotiations between the States. Wearied with a long

war, enthusiasm for liberty somewhat relaxed by the pressing need

to earn the comforts and necessities of life whose stores, had been

diminished, and oppressed by the ban upon prosperity caused by the

uncertainties and impotence of the existing government of the Con-

federacy, the Convention of 1787 came together. Ignoring the maxim
that government should exist only by the consent of the governed,

it sat with closed doors, that no breath of the popular will should

affect their decisions. To free the members from all responsibility,

members were prohibited to make copies of any resolution or to cor-

respond with constituents or others about matters pending before

the Convention. Any record of Yeas and Nays was forbidden, but

one was kept without the knowledge of the Convention. The journal

was kept secret, a vote to destroy it fortunately failed, and Mr.

Madison's copy was published only after the lapse of forty-nine years,

when every member had passed beyond human accountability. Only

12 States were ever represented, and one of these withdrew before

the final result was reached. Of its 65 members only 55 ever

attended, and so far from being unanimous, only 39 signed the Consti-

tution, and some actively opposed its ratification by their own States.

That the Constitution thus framed was reactionary was a matter

of course. There was, as we know, some talk of a royal government

with Frederick, Duke of York, second son of George the Third, as

King. Hamilton, whose subsequent great services as Secretary of

the Treasury have crowned him with a halo, and whose tragic death

has obliterated the memory of his faults, declared himself in favor of

the English form of government with its hereditary Executive and its

House of Lords, which he denominated "a most noble institution."

Failing in that, he advocated an Executive elected by Congress for

life, Senators and Judges for life, and Governors of States to be

appointed by the President. Of these he secured, as it has proved,

the most important from his standpoint, the creation of Judges for

life. The Convention was aware that a Constitution on Hamilton's

lines could not secure ratification by the several States. But the


